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It's an exciting time for conservation. Many of the projects we have funded 
over the past several years are on the verge of victory as we wait for Con-
gress to pass the Omnibus Public Lands Management Act. The bill would 
permanently protect three million acres of land and 1000 miles of rivers in 
states from Oregon to West Virginia. We'll make a special announcement 
when this historic legislation crosses the finish line. 
 
With the inaguration of President Obama a few weeks ago, and the start of 
the new Congress prior to that, we enter a new political era, and one in 
which conservation has many new friends. Our economy is troubled, but the 
opportunities we now have to protect wild places throughout North America 
make our work even more essential. We're honored to partner with you all.
  
John Sterling
Executive Director
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It was great to see so many of you at the Outdoor 
Retailer Show in Salt Lake. Extra thanks to those of 
you who came to the Alliance breakfast and saw 
Steve Kazlowski's incredible polar bear presentation. 

We are on the verge of celebrating a HUGE victory. In January, the Senate passed the Omni-
bus Public Land Management Act, which will protect three million acres of land and 1000 
miles of rivers throughout the US. The bill now moves to the House where a vote is expected 
next week. The bill contains provisions that will protect dozens of places that our grantees 
have been fighting -- with our support -- to save for the past decade. Stay tuned for details 
on this historic initiative as it progresses through Congress.

Public Lands Protection Nearly Complete

Alliance Members Make a Difference at OR

At each Outdoor Retailer Show we work hard to share information about The Conservation Alliance message at our 
Breakfast and through our member companies. At the 2009 Winter Outdoor Retailer Show, seven members -- KEEN, 
Ruff Wear, CamelBak, Black Diamond, Stanley Outdoors, Guyot Designs and Dansko -- helped raise awareness and 
funds for the Alliance by selling great gear. Thanks to these members for your additional support, and please let us 
know if your company would like to host a similar product-related promotion at a future OR Show.

Conservation Alliance Stands up for 350.org

At our August 2008 OR Show breakfast, we hosted a talk by renowned writer and activist Bill McKibben who talked 
about the need to confront global warming by pushing a very simple number: 350. Climate scientists agree that the 
planet's atmosphere can sustain no more than 350 parts per million of Carbon Dioxide. We are currently at 387 ppm. 
350.org is committed to raising broad awareness of this critical number prior to the next round of United Nations 
global warming negotiations. These negotiations are expected to produce a new global climate treaty during a session 
in Denmark in December 2009. 350.org's goal is to get negotiators to embrace the 350 ppm goal. To help build accep-
tance of the 350 number, the organization is asking people and groups to do anything they can think of to raise aware-
ness of the number. Conservation Alliance member CamelBak has produced a water bottle with the 350.org logo. At 
our trade show breakfast two weeks ago, we gave each participant one of those bottles, and asked that the group 
stand with their bottles in the air while we took a photo of the group behind the 350.org banner. We like the way it 
turned out!

The Backyard Collective Hits the Ground Running

Announcing New Members
Nine outdoor industry companies have joined The Conservation Alliance since the August OR Show. With a steady 
increase in membership, the Alliance now boasts 165 companies.

The new members are:  Nester Hosiery, Inc.; Adventurecorps, Inc.; Ultrarunning Magazine; Terri Schneider; 
Cosmic Planet; Leisure Trends; Outdoor Sports Marketing of SC, Inc.; OutdoorIndustryJobs.com;  and 
Justin Bailie Photography.

Conservation Alliance Legacy Fund Update

Since launching the Legacy Fund Campaign in January 2008, The Conservation Alliance has 
raised $2.72 million in contributions and commitments. New gifts from KEEN, Inc., Camel-
Bak, Leisure Trends, Stanley Outdoors, and several individuals have moved us closer to our 
$3.5-million goal.

The Conservation Alliance Legacy Fund is an endowment that, once fully funded, will 
provide a permanent source of operational funding for the organization. The Alliance 
launched the campaign in January 2008 with initial commitments from The North Face, 
REI, Merrell, Dansko, Patagonia, CamelBak, and former board president Menno van Wyk. 
The Legacy Fund now holds contributions from 34 companies and individuals.

For more information on The Conservation Alliance Legacy Fund, see 
www.conservationalliance.com/legacy.

LaSportiva GreenBacks Benefits the Alliance

La Sportiva President, Jonathan Lantz said, "Giving Greenback$ promotes positive change, one dollar at a time, at a 
time when every dollar counts."

The Conservation Alliance is excited to be named one of these organizations as we value the creative effort of outdoor 
industry companies that do more to contribute to conservation.  We of course encourage you to support this program 
and to choose the Alliance when assigning your GreenBack.  

You can learn more at www.givinggreenbacks.com.

When you buy a pair of La Sportiva Hiking, Mountain Running® or Approach shoes 
from any participating Grassroots Outdoor Alliance retailer, La Sportiva will donate 
$1 to your choice of three organizations focused on environmental protection, 
humanitarian causes and renewable energy.  GIVING GREENBACK$ promotes posi-
tive change, one dollar at a time.   

New Seattle Office

The Alliance continues to stretch and grow.  Program Associate Krissy Moehl has relocated to an office in Seattle, from 
which she will continue to anchor our marketing, communications, and member services efforts. Krissy will join John 
Sterling in the Bend office one week each month to ensure some face-to-face interaction. We have tried to make this 
transition as seamless as possible (hopefully you haven't even noticed!) and we look forward to continuing productive 
and efficient interactions with our members and grantees.
 
     Bend Office/John Sterling:                                       Seattle Office/Krissy Moehl:
     PO Box 1275                                                                6308 26th Ave SW
     Bend, OR 97709                                                          Seattle, WA 98106
     541.389.2424                                                              206.268.0649

Sincerely,

John Sterling      Krissy Moehl
Executive Director     Program Associate

Last August, we launched ConservationNEXT to give individuals more opportunities to participate in our work. We 
started by building www.conservationnext.com, an online social network that gives people action alerts and updates 
on the projects we fund. We have now added on-the-ground volunteer projects -- called Backyard Collectives -- to the 
ConservationNEXT program. We launched the Backyard Collective on January 9, with a cleanup at Martin Luther King 
Jr Shorline Regional Park.  Seven Conservation Alliance member companies in the San Francisco Bay Area joined 
forces to work with Save the Bay picking up trash (103 lbs!) and planting seedlings (864!).  During the lunch hour, 
participants enjoyed gourmet dogs from Top Dog while mingling with Conservation Alliance grantees California 
Wilderness Coalition, Friends of the Inyo, Friends of the River and Ventana Wilderness Society.

To get a feel for the Backyard Collective check out the short video we posted on the ConservationNEXT blog.  We are 
looking forward to future events in Portland, Seattle, Bend and Boulder with more on the horizon.  Continue to check 
out ConservationNEXT.com to learn more. 


